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CERTIFICACIÓN NÚMERO 24-91 

 
  La que suscribe, Secretaria del Senado Académico del Recinto Universitario de 

Mayagüez de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, CERTIFICA que, en la reunión ordinaria 

celebrada el martes, 17 de diciembre de 2024, este organismo APROBÓ la propuesta 

para la revisión curricular al PROGRAMA DE DOCTORADO EN FILOSOFÍA EN 
AGRICULTURA TROPICAL DEL COLEGIO DE CIENCIAS AGRÍCOLAS.   
 
  El número mínimo de créditos se mantiene en 57 (100%) distribuidos de la siguiente 

manera: 
 

Actual Propuesto  
 
20 créditos (35%) para siete cursos 
básicos 
 
15 créditos (26%) para la 
investigación y tesis doctoral 
 
1 crédito (2%) por el seminario 
doctoral  
 
Un mínimo de 21 créditos (37%) en 
cursos electivos recomendados 

 
6 créditos (11%) para siete cursos 
básicos 
 
15 créditos (26%) para la investigación y 
tesis doctoral 
 
1 crédito (2%) por el seminario doctoral 
 
 
Un mínimo de 35 créditos (61%) en 
cursos electivos recomendados 

 
  El informe forma parte de esta certificación. 

 
  Y para que así conste expido y remito la presente certificación a las autoridades 

universitarias correspondientes, bajo el Sello de la Universidad de Puerto Rico a los 

dieciocho días del mes de diciembre del año dos mil veinticuatro, en Mayagüez, Puerto 

Rico. 

 
 
 

Carmen A. Negrón Moure 
Secretaria  

 
hah 
 
Anejo 



 

UPR - Mayagü ez  
Senado Acade mico, Jünta Administrativa y 

Claüstro 
 

 
December 18, 2024 

 

Modifications Doctorate in Philosophy in Tropical Agriculture 

 

Following the approval of our PhD program in Tropical Agriculture under certification numbers 2019-
2020-74 of the University of Puerto Rico Government Board and 2023-242, of the Board of 
Postsecondary Institutions, we have conducted a revision of its structure and admission 
requirements. Based on this review and to better align with our academic goals and the needs of our 
students, we propose the following modifications: 
 
1. Course Distribution 
 

 
 
This change will allow students and their committees more flexibility to choose the recommended 
electives according to their area of research and academic needs. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
2. Core and Elective Courses 
 
To reflect the above credit distribution modification, we propose the following changes: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



Proposed Elective Courses: 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

3. Admission and Enrollment 

 

Article 7.1. Requirements for admission to the proposed program and current norms for 

Admission 

 

A. The admission process will have the following steps: 

1. A request for admission and other documentation required by the Office of Graduate Studies 

which will be submitted within the period established on the academic calendar. 

2. The Office of Graduate Studies will send the documents to the Graduate Committee of the 

doctoral program. 

3. The Graduate Committee of the doctoral program will evaluate the request for admission and 

submit a recommendation to the Dean of the Faculty for his/her decision 

4. The Office of Graduate Studies will notify the applicant of the decision. 

 

B. Among the factors to be considered for admission are the academic transcript, 

professional experience, personal qualities and goals of the applicant. 

 

C. All admissions will be subject to the availability of an advisor and funds to support the 



research. 

 

D. A prospective student for this program may apply having a BS in Agricultural Sciences 

or similar discipline. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Upon successfully completing a minimum of 36 credits, doctoral students are required to take a 
written qualifying exam. Each student will be given two opportunities to pass this exam. Upon 
successful completion of the written qualifying exam, students must then undertake an oral 
candidacy exam to advance to doctoral candidacy status. Similarly, students will have two 
opportunities to pass this oral exam. To achieve doctoral candidacy, students must also prepare and 
successfully defend an original, publishable dissertation that contributes to their field of research. 
 
 The expected completion time for the PhD degree varies by the student's entry qualifications: those 
entering with a master's degree are expected to complete their PhD within 3-4 years, whereas those 
entering with a bachelor's degree should aim to complete within 6-8 years.  
 
Our proposed changes are driven by a commitment to maintaining the highest academic standards 
while responding dynamically to the evolving field of tropical agriculture. We believe these 
modifications will enhance our program's attractiveness and relevance to prospective students.  
 
These modifications were approved by the Faculty Academic Affairs Committee and the Faculty of 
Agricultural Science. The changes will be effective immediately after approval. 
 
----------------------------------  
 
The Curricular Affairs Committee recommends the approval of this curricular revision to UPRM’s 
Academic Senate. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Committee President 
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