Memorandum of Understanding

Among Vember Organizations of the United Siates Environmental
Protection Agency-Region 2 Caribbean Science Consortium
Purpose
As ihe EPA Region 2 lead for science, the Region 2 Division of Environmeantal Science
nd Assessment iormally established the EPA Region 2 Caribbean Scignce ‘uur&mi Lm

in Jaﬂuary 2012, The EPA Reglon 2 Caribbean Scisnce Consortium is comprised «
membars of the EPA Region 2 Division of Environmental Sciem’:e and /
EPA Region 2 Caribbgan Environmental Protection Division and govern

university organizations in Puerto Rico and the US Virgir isiands. Th 108
EPA Region 2 Caribbeaan Science Consortium is 10 expand science communication and
co!iabﬁra"ion and facilitate the exchangs of injormation among the mutual

nvironmeantal science programs and aclivities of the mer nbe” organizalions. The EPA
Reg on 2 Caribbean Science Consortium will identify and share resources, whera
applicable and within the mamber organization's resources, m@ludmg technical
assistance. education. and ouir@a«"h h- EPA Region 2 C bbc;m Scignce Consortium
will leverage the sir \,nqt% and resources of individual ma m rorganizations in order o
build the capacity of the ierrilorias to respond o their environmenlal sciance naeds,

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is 1o establ
beneficial collaboralive working relalionship involving educational scie
technical prograrr armong mamber arganizaticns of the United Sia

F(EPA) Region 2 Canbbean Sacisnce Consariu

d MD& the EPA Region .Z CdﬂDb 2an Science C,onso
refarred o as ihe ‘Sciznce Consortium’” and its membar organizations
known as “the Meambers,’

The Science Consortium is comprised of the following member orgamzaticns:

@

US EPA Region 2, Division of Environmenial Sciemze and Assessmant
»  USEPA Region 2, Caribbean Environmental Frotection Division

» Puerio Rico Department of Health, Public Health Laboraizery

o Puerto Rico Environmental Qualily Board, L

s+ Inter American University of Puerto Rico, Cen
Conservation and Research of Inter ,ﬂx_fm:mcar

¢  Fonce School of Madizine and Healih ;\:Eer’cem,, =utell
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University of Puerto Rico (UPR) - Rio Piedras Campus

= University of Puerto Rico (UPR) - Mayaguez Campus

= University of Puerto Rico (UPR) - Medical Sciences Campus

= University of Virgin Islands (UVI)

= US Virgin Island Department of Planning and Natural Resources, Division of
Environmental Frotection

The goels of this Scienca Consartium include, but are not limited 1o, the following:

» improve and facilitate communication and interaction among participating
organizalions;

« facilitate the identification of potential opportunities for collzboration:

» leverage limited scientific and laboratory resources, e.g.. equipment. supplies.
facilities:

= provide the opportunity to partner with US EPA Region 2 or other members, e.g.,
workshops, research, community monitering, green initistives:

= identify and work to address education, outreach, and training needs:

¢ improve cur understanding of the roles, responsibilities and interactions of the
regulatory and research communities. e.g., methods, accreditation, requiremenis:

v identify and work to address laboratory support needs. e.g.. training. lab design.
methods; and,

= promote and foster a Laboratory Network, including both university and
government laboratories, that can be accessed, as needed, o prowde analytical
support. where appropriate, within the limits of each pariicipating organization.

Background |

A common problem in the territories is that state and academic research institutions,
individually. lack adequate resources in terms of capability or capacity to conduct
prw“ron*n@ntal science pragrams and aclivities. The limited resources are not leveraged

any systematic way. As the EPA Region 2 lead for science, the Division of
Environmental Science and Assessment (DESA), working with the Caribbean
Environmental Protection Division (CEPD), have addressed this issug by working with
government and academic scientific inslitutions in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico to gsiablish the EPA Region 2 Caribbean Science Consortium. In this way, the
Region has promoted the use of sound science in suppori and implamantation of
environmental programs in the Caribbean.

In addition to promoting science, EPA has a consisient demand for highly trained,
diverse professionals with science based skills to fulfill its mission. Broadening
cpportunities for and enabling participation of all individuals are essential to the health
and vilalily of science. To this end, EPA would like o establish partnerships with
Minority Ac adcmm Institutions (MAIs). including Hispanic Serving [nstitutions (HSIs) and
Historically Black College and Unives s ities HB{, Usi. All of the university members of

the Science Corrortrum are considerad MAls. The universily members from Fuerio

Z




Rico are HSis: the university member from the Virgin Islands is an HF‘CL The
participation of MAls in federal and state programs increases their capacity Lo promaots
science, provide high-guality science education and increases the suup highly
trained, diverse professionals.

A brief ovaerview of each Member's science organization is provided in the appendix (0
this MOU.

Program Activiiis

Through this E’\1OU ihe Membears express their intention to work together 1o enhance
cooperation. The Members recognize thal there are many possible areas in which
enhanced cooparation could be beneficial, including but not limited o the argas listed
below. The Members may agree 1o work o enhance cooperation in other areas without
amending this Agreament.

ence Consortium n
ficial scienthc initiativ:

Education/Outresachfinformation Sharing - The S
coordinate and promois education, outreacn, trar
among its mernbers.

S he S¢ fe 1ce Consortium may pros wfie internships, consistent witl
Member's policies and procedures, where applicablz and within the limiis of each
participating Membar's reso._irces to students of the member instifutions

Spience Consgortium may provide the use of sci
ies and procadures, whare applicabie and within
r's ource

zmibar's policie
th ﬁumls of eac E’ pamclpaimg Member's resources, [0 other Mambers.
Technical Assistance — The Science Consoriiuin may provide technical assisiance.
consisteni with each Member's poh ‘ Sl withi

cies and procedures, where 2
er's resources, 1 to other Memb
d to the following activiias: Sampling i
i} ripment.

—_

Training and Site Vis
gach Member's policies d pmcedL reu, where applicable and within th s
participating Membsar's resources, the arraﬁg:mm‘t of ‘f”‘m ty and student ati eﬁda ca at

its — The Scisnce Consortium may coordinate, « :ms stent with

vishs may includs
a'[mg (0 environmental mo
2 extent funding is aval

! site visiis. i—hﬂ foram for

23
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fraining courses and selecie

consultations, meetings, "‘JOH\Sh’)ﬂD and s wm'c rela
e.g.. field. analytical and qualily assurance activities, o 0




the Science Consortium Memhers that meet the needs of current and planned
education, research and/or training pro g rams. particularly within Science Consortium
fMembers' env:roﬂmeﬂta { science-based research programs. The equipment loaned by
ERPA will remain the property of EPA until iransferred to the Science Consortium
Member in accordance with Federal property regulations and policies. EPA and
Scignce Consoriium Members will ide; ntify how equipment transfer charges would be
paid. i.e., EPA. Science Concarimm Member, or a combination thereof. Whan EPA pays
the fuli r‘ranaportat!m cost. tha gaining instilulion must present a statement certifying
funds are not available to support moving the equipment.

Meetings - The Science Consortium will hold d quarterly videoconference/conference
calls to discuss Consortium business. The mes fings will be held on the first { Wednesday
of the months of Seplember. December, March and June. The primary representatives

from each participating organization are ¢ expecied to attend the quarterly meetings.
Decument Center - The Science Consortium will establish a Wab- based document
center for the intent to share documants in the promotion of information exchange
among the Members.

Program Administration

e Science Consortium has established & a Frogram Committes consisting of
mopnate renre se Ea tives of each participating organization to manage the
mpfempmamn o his Agrcammm The Program Committee is not a legal entity with
powers to enler into co mmcm incur labilities, own or create inteliectual property. or
otherwise make legally binding commilments of the funds or other assets of the Agency.

The participating organizatians of the Sciencs Consortium may modify the Program
Committee membership {replacermznt or additional) | by submitting a written notice. e.g.,
e-mail. to the EPA Region 2 DESA representatives. New members from o:oamzamona
that are not currenily part of the Science Consortium may bz added based on written
request to and agreement by, all current members. The Program Committee
membership will be reviewed annually.

[AV ()]

The Program Commitiee membership crganizations and their primary representatives
re as foliows:

Q3

= US EPA Region 2, Division of Environmental Science and Assessment {DESA):
Deb Szaro, John Bourbon, Palricia Sheridan, Rachazl Graham
»  LUSEPA Region 2, Caribbean Envirenmental Protection Division (CEPD):
dalberto Bosque, Jim Casey
Puerio Rico Department of Health (PRDOH), Public Health Laboratory: Myriam
es, !

a

Garcia-Negron (Interint Laboratory Director), Melba Aviles Avil s, Nancy
Sanchsz
¢ Puerle Rico Environmental Qualily Board (PREQB): Janette Cambrelen

C e S
(Laboratery Director), E‘r!ward Aviles, Eilsen Villafana

S




Inter American University of Puerto Rico ([AUPR), Center for Ervironmenial

»
Education, Conservation and Research of Inter American Univarsity: Dr
Graciela Ramwaz

+ Ponce School of Medicine and Health Sciences (PSMHS), Public Healih
Program: Dr. Mayra Roubert, Dr. Himilce Velez

= University of Puerto Rico (UPR) - Ric Pigdras Camgpus, Department of

Environmental Science: Dr. Rafasl Rios Davila, Dr. Loretia Roberson

s University of Puerio Rico (UPR) - Mayagusz Campus. Depariment of Civil

=ngineering and Surveying: Dr. Ingrid Padilla

Umvers:ty of Puerio Rico (UPR) - Medical Sciences Campus, Dapartmant of

Environmental Healin: Dr. Pablo Mendez, Dr. Carlos Rodriguez

University of Virgin Islands {\U\/i,‘ uollege of Sciance and Mathemaltics: Dr.
Sandra Romano(miari 1 Dean), Or. Stanley Latesky; Dr. Bernard Castille; Diana
Freas-Luiz

e US Virgin lsland Departmen’i of Plannin
Environmental Frotection (VIDPNR-DER)

&

s

g andg Natural Resources, Division of
(Anita Nibbs and N

The primary responsibiliies of the Program Committes include:
k oy

(2] Gereral program lizison nacessary to meat mission goals and objeciives;
(3} Coordinzate scientific and tachnical suppori {or activities undar this MOU
{4} Participation at quarierly vidsocenfarence/conierence calls 1o discuss

Consorium business

viember will bear ils own costs for ac r.t»rmx;, undertakan in L ;
fothi erel =1 onstrued ! a \c nce Consoniun

s

Mothing in this i‘.‘iOU, in and of itsell, obligate

into any conlract, assistance agresmeant, mteragen

obligalions

This MCOU is neither a fisca . funds obligation document. ANy endesvor involving
reimbursament bl AMCIRRINTE i1 VCU will b
handled in acc &




subject {0 separate subsidiary agreements that will be effected in writing by the
oarticular Members. A Member may not submit a claim for compensation o EPA or any
ofher Federal agency on the basis of this MOU.

Coll aborahfm under this MOU shall be in accordance with applicable statutes and
regulation

This MOU does not restrict the Parties from mr»lupa? ng in similar activities or
arrangements with other entities or Federal agencies

Any Member may unilaterally withdraw at any time from this MOU by transmitting a
signed written notice to that effect to the other Members. By mutual agreement. which
may be either formal or informal. each Membar may modify the list of intended activities
set forth above, and/or determins the prautlcal manner by which the goals, purposes
and activities sst forth in this MOU will be accomplished. Modification to other written
parts of this MOU must be mads in writing and signed by either the member ar their
designzes.

Nothing in this MOU shall be construed to authorize or parmit any violation of any
ederal, State or local law, including. but net limited to. any environmental law
adminisiered and/or enforced by EPA, PREQB, PRDOH and VINPNR,

iMembers agree that they do nol expect, nor will i:hoy ever seek to compel from any
cther Member in any judicial forum, the payment of money. services or other thing of
vaiu" from B ie 'Ders based upon the terms of this MOU. The foregoing provision does
ay tany legal rights accruing to the Members by virtue of any other

st ance agreement. Members understand and acknowledge
haL as nbmurmns of the Federal and State Governmenis, EPA, PREQB, PRDOH and
VINPNR have 2 dut" to refrain from providing any entity an exclusive privilege without
recaiving paymant. therefore and, as a consequence, that the relationshio of EPA,
PREQE. PRDOH and VINPNR with Members in no way affecis, alters or otherwise
constrains tneir right 1o provide similar (or identical) services to, or establish similar (or
identical) relationships with, any other entity.
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The Members understand that the pariicipaiion by EPA, PREDE, PRDOH and VINPNR
in this MOU does not ¢ r“sui:uip an endorsement, express or implied of (2) any policy
advocated by the Members or (b) anv good or service offered or sold bg any Member.

EFPA FEegion z & s is MOU under the authority of Sectlion 103 of hp Clean Air
Act, 42 UB.C. §!4DB. Sectim 104 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. §1254, and
Section 800 1 of the Solid Waste D!spoca\ Acl, 42 U.S.C. 865981, Section 6b34 of the
Pollution Prevention Act, and Section 3244 of the Energy Policy and Consarvation Act,
which provide EY-? with authority 1o undertake cooperative efforts with private
organizations {0 promote the coordination and acceleralion of research, studies,

[FPE

training, and other efforis 1o prevent. reduce and eliminate poitution.
t create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural. enforceable

This MOU does n 1l
against ine Parties, their 0%"59 s of employees, or any other person.

by law or equily aga

""f‘)




2]
Ld

Q/L)'&{I‘P‘/l C‘l’ éfﬂ”d&

o

‘ fudith A, Enck
4 Peg'ma Administrator
United States Environm:

Region 2

o

Olga Radriguez de Arzola, MD
President and Desan

FPonce School of Madicine and
Health Sciences

al Frotaction A

Dale Smner

FAAD

Dale Signer

et Dat c: an:
: Sh Z Da‘e Signeac
Interim Chancellor W
Unijvd r;,'a.;,s of Fuarto Rico at Mayaguez
“Ethal Rios Crlandi, 1. Sc.. Ph.D ‘Date Signed

\ !

Edgar Colon Negron, MD
(vterim Chancellor
Umqu ity of Puerto Rico at M

\, aim; tJUS

1

Dr David H all
FPresident

University of the Virgin Islands

MACR
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Ana C. Rius Armendariz, M
Seorelary
1

Puerio Rico Depanment of Healih

Laura M. Vélez Véle
Chainvoman
Puerio Rice Environmenial Guality Board

[l

[\
X

Honorable Alicia B
Commissioner
Virgin Islands Depariment of Planning and
Natural Resources
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PSMHS, Public Healtn Program

The PSMHS was established in 1880,
Dl o;r m with funds from ,i'e
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