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The agreement is established between the University of Puerto Rico, Mayag.ez Campus, a 
public university of the Council of Higher Education of Puerto Rico, 
                                              , represented in this act by its Chancellor, Jorge Rivera 
Santos,                                                                  and the U.S. Geological Survey, a 
Bureau of the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
                                 hereinafter referred to as "USGS," represented in this act by 
Tom Brocher, Science Director of the Earthquake Hazard Team,  
                              to collaborate in operation of the strong motion recording 
systems installed in a number of Puerto Rican municipalities by the Puerto Rico Strong 
Motion Program (PRSMP) at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagiez (UPRM). 
The operation pertains to general and specific inspection and maintenance of 
approximately 100 free-field stations and about 15 instrumented structures. The 
work to be performed shall be carried out by personnel (technicians or researchers) 
from the U.S. Geological Survey. 
Whereas, the USGS is authorized to perform Cooperative Technical Assistance with 
other Federal agencies; units of State or local government; private corporations, industrial 
organizations; public and private foundations; nonprofit organizations (including 
universities) under the Stevenson-Wydler Act (15 U.S.C.§3710a as amended); 

Whereas, the Technical Cooperation contemplated by this agreement will serve the 
mission of the USGS, because it will facilitate the acquisition of critical strong-motion 
recordings needed to achieve its goals for the Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program; 

Whereas, the Technical Cooperation is of value to the University of Puerto Rico in 
its objective to keep the seismic monitoring system technically and properly maintained 
and operational; 

Now therefore, the parties hereto agree that subject to availability and appropriations and 
in accordance with their respective authorities they shall collaborate to provide inspection 
and maintenance services in the Puerto Rico Strong Motion Program. 

I.PURPOSE

For USGS, the purpose is to acquire critical strong-motion recordings in order to better 
understand the structural system behavior during earthquakes, thus improve the current 
design regulations and building codes. For University of Puerto Rico, the purpose is to 
make sure its seismic monitoring system is properly maintained and operational. 









11. INDEPENDENT PARTY:

For purposes ofthis Agreement and all services to be provided hereunder, each party shall 
be, and shall be deemed to be, an independent party and not an agent or employee of the 
other party. Each party shall have exclusive control over its employees in the 
performance of the work. While in field locations employees shall adhere to the safety 
and technical requirements imposed by the party controlling the work site. 

Neither party shall have authority to make any statements, representations, or 
commitments of any kind, or take any action, which shall be binding on the other party, 
except as may be explicitly provided for herein or authorized in writing. Neither party 
may use the name of the other in advertising or other form of publicity without the 
written permission of the other. 

12. GOVERNING LAW/LIABILITY:

a. The validity and interpretation of this Agreement and the legal relation of the parties
shall be governed by applicable Federal and Puerto Rican law. Venue for any initial
judicial proceeding shall be in the Federal District Court in the District of Puerto Rico, at
Hato Rey. Each party agrees to be responsible for the activities of their employees.
USGS accepts responsibility for damage to persons or property caused by the negligent
acts or omissions ofUSGS employees, while acting within the scope of their employment
in accordance with the Federal Tort Claims Act, 28 USC §2671-80 and the
responsibility/liability of the University of Puerto Rico and Puerto Rico is limited by the
Puerto Rico Governmental Immunity Act and Puerto Rican law.

b. The USGS complies with Federal Civil Rights statutes and will comply too with the
Puerto Rican Civil Rights statutes consistent with them.

c. NEITHER THE USGS NOR THE UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO MAKE ANY
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY AS TO THE CONDITION OF THE
RESEARCH, OR THE MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH, DATA, OR RESULTING WORK PRODUCT
INCORPORATING DATA DEVELOPED AND EXCHANGED UNDER THE
STATEMENT OF WORK. THIS PROVISION SHALL SURVIVE THE
TERMINATION OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

13. ENTIRE AGREEMENT:

This Agreement contains all of the terms of the parties and supersedes all prior 
agreements and understandings related thereto. This Agreement can be changed or 
amended only by a written instrument signed by the parties. Due to the specialized nature 
of the work this Agreement is non-assignable by both parties. 

14. DISPUTES:

The signatories to this Agreement shall expend their best efforts to amicably resolve any 
dispute that may arise under this Agreement. Any dispute that they are unable to resolve 




