
May 24, 2005 

Memorandum of Understanding 

Background: Rutgers University (                               Lead Partner), Purdue University 
                                Core Partner), The New Jersey Institute of Technology 
 Core Partner), and the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagi.iez                        Core Partner,) 
(collectively refe1Ted to as "the partner Universities") have joined forces to develop a 
proposal to the National Science Foundation (NSF) to establish an Engineering Research 
Center in Organic Stn1ctured Composites (hereon referred to as C-SOC). The purpose 
ofthis MOU is to document the agreement among the partners regarding funds sharing, 
functioning, and decision making in C-SOC.
Declarations: 

C-SOC will involve four types of funding:

1. Federal fonding from NSF
2. Industrial memberships for C-SOC
3. Matching funds provided by the partner universities
4. Industrial contracts with partner universities
5. Industrial donations, cash or in-kind, to pmtner universities

Resources under categories 1 and 2 will be procured by joint efforts by the partner 
universities. These resources will be pooled under a unified annual budget and will be 
used to support (A) administrative expenses, (B) Pre-Competitive Research Program 
( defined as the sum of all the research activities supported by resources under 
categories 1 and 2), m1.d (C) human development efforts taking place at the partner 
universities. These activities are described in t11e NSF ERC proposal cu1Tently in 
preparation. The remainder of this MOU describes the procedure for allocating these 
resources to the paitners in a fair and productive manner under the joint center structure. 

Resources under categories 3, 4, and 5, while counting towards "fond matching" for the 
NSF, will be procured by efforts of individual universities. These resources will not be 
pooled, they ·will remain at the partner institution that proc1.u-es them. 

C-SOC will have three technical Thrusts as follows;
1. Mate1ial Synthesis and Functionalization
2. Composite Synthesis and Chm·acterization
3. Manufacturing Science

The scope of these Thrusts is described in detail in the NSF ERC proposaJ currently in 
preparation. 










