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Universidad de Puerto Rico 
Recinto Universitario de MayagUez 

SENAúO ACA0EMICO 
MayagUez, Puerto Rico 

CERTIFICACION NUMERO 72-43 

Yo, Gloria A. Viscasillas, Secretaria del Senado Acadámico del 

Recinto Universitario de MayogUez de la Universidad de Puerto Rico CERTIFICOt 

Que en la reunión celebrada al dio 7 de diciembre de 1972 este 

organismo aprobó por unanimidad las NORMAS INSTITUCIONALES SOBRE 

PROGRAMAS DOCTORALES, las cuales se incluyen con esta certificaci6n y se 

hacen formar parte de ella. 

Y para que asr conste y se pongan en vigor dichas normas, expido y 

remito la presente certificación a las autoridades universitarias correspondientes 

en Mayag6ez, Puerto Rico a los trece dios del mes de diciembre del dio de mil 

novecientos setenta y dos. 

Anefo 

y /- ... , r- ( 
i 'l,,,r ;.,._ 4' . t:'.-""....:C~ -~( V 

Gloria A. Viscasi llas 
Secretaria 
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UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 

Mayog0ez, Puerto Rico 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE 

The degree Doctor of Philosophy is conferred for distinguished scholarly ottoinment ond 

original contribution to knowledge. Only those students showing creative reseorch potentlal 

will be considered for odmission to the doctoral program. 

ADMISSION TO THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM 

Qualifying Exomination 

A written ond/or oral qualifying examination os required by the student's ocodemic 

deportment will be token not sooner than after hoving completad one yeor of resldence by ali 

graduote students in good standing wishing to pursue o doctoral pragrom. Upen recommendotion 

of the Department, however, a student in ony field who has received o master's degree in the 

some or o relatad field of study from an accredlted institution moy take the qualifying 

exomination befare one year of resldence, if he so desires. 

The exomination wlll be given by the faculty of the student's ocodemlc deportment and 

odministered by the Office of Graduate Studies. A student who passes the examination moy, 

in addltion, be requlred to make up deficiencias. A student may be allowed to take the 

quolifylng exominatlon o second time. However, failure to pass the exomlnotlon o second 

time within two yeors of residence disqualifies the student from the doctoral pragram. 

Students who hove successfully met the deportmentol quolifying exominotion requlrements 

moy be granted odmission to the doctoral progrom. 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE -2-

Advisory Committee 

After a student !,as been admitted f'o a doctoral progrom, a graduare advisor shall be 

des:g:ioted by the depari•ment to advise the student until he has obtained the consent of a foculty 

member to serve os chairman of his Advisory Committee . This committee sholl consist of five 

members, at leost two of whom mus1' come from outside the mejor discipline, and ot least one 

of ;·he loi·ter from onother deportment. The odditionol committee members will be chosen by 

the chairman of the student's Adviso:-y Committee in consultotion with the student ond with 

t:,e Direcf-crs of the Deportments of the professors involved. The student's program of study 

w: '.I l:::e de~·ermined by his Advisory CommH-tee . 

Pe::Fdence Requrrements 

A minimum of f·nree ocodernic yeors of residence fer those entering with o Baccoloureate, 

cr ~1.•10 acodemic yeors cf residence for those entering with o Master's degree, is required. 

An ocodemic year cf residence is defined os registration in the University at Mayaguez 

for not less f'hon 18 credHs distiibuted over o period not less thon two semesters. Three summer 

s€-: iom mo, be cons;dered the equivole nt of one semester for the purpose of fulfilling resldence 

rn:-:¡1..úer.1ents • 

C:-c&:- Requirements 

A min¡mum of 72 grcduo~e credits beyond the Bochelor's degree is required. Passing the 

r~q" :red number of credi~s does not outomoticolly qualify o student fer the degree . 

Course credits transh:-red from ot:,er institutions ore subject to opprovol by the Office 

cf G:·oduote Studies upan recommendotion of the Advisory Committee ond the deportment up to 

e r.:ax!mur., of 24 credits . Al! credHs t:onsferoble need not necessarily be equivolent to credHs 

flTOn~ed for courses offered ot the University, if they ore opproved os significontly enhancing 
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sc:holarship, A minimum of 30 c:redlts, exclusive of the dissertotion, must bé eorned 

at the University in c:ourses at the 600 level ar higher. 

A mlnimum of 12 groduate credits approved by the Advisory Committee must be earned 

in one or more related fields outside the student's oc:ademic deportment. 

A maximum of 12 credits may be gronted for 551-599 level c:ourse work, of whic:h not 

more thon 6 shall be ollowed In the mojor field. No groduote credit will be gronted far 

courses below the 551 level, 

A maximum of 12 c:redits representing the dissertation will be gronted towords the 

Doctor of Philosophy Degree. A student moy, however, be ollowed to register for more than 

12 dissertotion credits durlng the entire period of his graduote progrom. 

AII requlrements for the degree must be met within o period of 8 yeors. Extensions 

moy be gronted only in spec:ial coses, when recommended by the Deportment ond must be 

opproved by the Groduote Council. 

Longuage Requirements 

Students in doctoral progroms thould possess a working knowledge of both English ond 

Sponish, sinc:e lnstruc:tian is given in both longuoges. A reoding proficienc:y in ot least one 

language other than English ond Spanish is required. 

The languoge examination is administered by the Office of Graduate Studles with the 

c:ooperation of the language departments of the University. 

Comprehensive Examinotion 

Before odmission to candldacy for the doctorate, the student must pass o comprehensiva 

exominotion covering his entire doctoral program whic:h may be written, or both written 
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ond oral. This exominotion will ordinorily be token ofter the student has completed most 

or oll of his course work. A student moy be ollowed to toke the comprehensive exominotion 

a second time. Foilure on this second exominotion will disquol ify the student from the 

doc:torol progrom. 

Advancement to Condidocy 

A~er the student has possed the comprehensive exominotlon, the forelgn longuoge 

requirement, ond successfully completad all his course work, the Advisory Commlttee will 

recommend to the Office of Graduote Studles thot the student be admitted to condldocy far 

the doctoral degree. 

Dissertation 

The doctoral dissertotion should be o scholorly presentotion whlch is o significont 

contribution to the odvoncement of knowledge resulting from independent reseorch, and 

should be sultable for publication. 

Final Exomlnotion 

The final exomination sholl consist of on oral defense of the condidate's dlssertation 

befare hls Advisory Committee and a representcit1va from another deportment appolnted by 

the Offlce of Groduate Studies. A single negativa vote by a member of the Examining 

Committee will not foil the candidata, except in the cose of the Chairman of the Committee, 

whose negotive vote wlll be decisive. 

The student will hove sotisfied ali ocademic requirements far the Doctor of Phllosophy 

degree upon passing the final exomination ond when the dissertotion has been opproved in 
' 

lts final form by the Advisory Committee ond accepted by o Representativa of the Offlce 

of Graduate Studies. 



Academic Standards -5-

No course with grades lower thon B moy be credited toward the doctorate. A maximum 

of 9 credits with C can be repeated or replaeed by credits passed in olternative eourses. 

A total of more than 9 credits with C will disqualify the student from the doctoral program. 

A grade of D or F, or an lncomplete in courses within his field of study not removed by the 

student will also automatically disqualify him. 

Approved by the Aeademlc Senate 

December 7, 1972 


