Univarsidad de Puerto Qico
Coiegio de Agricultura y Artes leclnicas
SENADC ACADEMICC

Mayagtlez, ‘uerto Rico

Certificaciédn Nom. 68=19

Yo, Cloria A. Viscasillas, Secretaria del Senado Académico del
Recinto Universitario de Mayagtez de la Universidad de Puerto Rico,
CERTIFICC:

Jue en sesidn ordinaria celebrada el martes 10 de diciembre de 1968
este organismo tomé por unanimidad el siguiente acuerdo:

1. Recomendar a las autoridades universitarias competentes
que el Edificio de Ciencias y Tacticas Militares de este
Recinto sea nombrado "CCMANDANTE RAFAEL SANCHEZ
SALIVA" en homenaje pdstumo al distinguido orofesor
muerto en accibn en Vietnam.

2, Cue para ello se fije, como constancia de esta dedicacibn,
una olaca con el nombre del distinguido claustral en un
lugar prominente del susodicho edificio.

3. Y que se lleve a cabo esta dedicacién en acto poblico y
solemne, siendo invitados de honor la viuda e hijos del
fenecido orofesor, e invitados especiales representantes
de aquellas organizaciones clvices y profesionales a que
nertenecla el distinguido Comandante Rafael Sénchez Saliva.

Se incluyen y se hacen formar parte de esta certificacion los documentos
utilizados oor el Senado Académico para llegar a este acuerdo.

Y nara que asl conste, exdido y remifo a las autoridades universitarias
la presente certificacidn hoy dla once de diciembre del afio mil novecientos
sesenta y ocho, en Mayagtez, Puerto Rico,
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/ Gloria A. Viscasillas
Secretaria del Senado
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RAFAEL SANCHEZ SALIVA

Born on April 8, 1925 in £ gucdilla, Puerto Rico. Reofael Sénchez wes a proud
American and o proud Puertorriquefio. At the age of 15, in 1943,
Refeel entered the United States A rmy for service in World War 11,
2t the end of the war he returned to his beloved Puerto Kico and to
college ot the University of Fuerto Rico from which he graducted in
1952,

Receiving a Second Lieutenant's commission upon graduction, Rafeel waes
again called to serve his country in Korea. By this time he had
developed an offection for the service and decided to make it his
career,

/ fter serving around the world and across the United Statas for 18 yeors,
Rofae! waos a iviejor and was assigned to the ROTC ot the Coiegio.
His service to his couniry had been outstanding for this entire
period. He wes a proud of the Army os it waos of him. He wes
truly o fine officer and perforined in accordance with the highest
treditions of the military service,

But Rafael S&nchez wos more; he wes also o Pueriorriquedio and a colegial .
Never once did he forget they were part of him., Never once did he
perform any tesk without wanting his performance to be o credit to
Puerto Rico and the Colegio. Never once did he not instil this same
spirit in all his students of the Colegio. Znd for this he was high
in their esteem,

Rofael eptomized the words of John F. Kennedy "ask no what your country
can do for you = ask what you can do for your country." Rafcel
gave his life = es en /mericen, os ¢ fuertorriquefio and os o Colegial.
He will forever be an inspirction for the students who knew him and
an exumple for those to come.
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icjor Refeel Sénchez Sclive wes bom in Aguedille, Fuerto Ricoon
April 8, 1925, He cttended primary end seconcary school in the city.

In 1943, he entered the United Stctes /rmy cs on enlisted men, He
received his sixteen week besic treining of Comp Tortuguero. He then wes
essigned to an anti=circrefi artillery bettelion in the Cancl Zone. In 1945,
cfter recching the grede of Staff Serceant, he reiumed to civilion life.

In 1952, efter crecuating from the University of Fuerio lico of hio
Fiedres end receiving o commission os @ Second Lievtenant of Infantry, he
refurmed io cctive duty.

He attended the Infoniry Yfficers Besic Course of Fort Benning,
Ceorgie, in 1952, followed by tour of duty ot Fori iolk, Louisionc in 1953,
From 1953 to 1954 he waes stationed in orec,

From 1¥54 to 194U, iiajor Sénchez wes stetioned af Fort Dix, New
Jersey, where he cominended seven different training componies.

In 1960 he aitended the Infantry Dfficers /dvanced Course ct Fort
Benning, Ceorgic. Following the completion of this course, he wes essigned
to Schofield Barracks, Hewcai, where he beceame the (Jlotor Dfficer for the
Ist Bettle Group, 35th Infontry; st Betile Croop, 19th Infantry; ond 2nd

Battle C roup, 35th Infentry,



In 1552 he wes sclected os Instrucior of ¢ special school o Fori Benning,
C eorgic, where he wos involved in irzining, Through his efforis as @ Compeny
Commander, cpproximately one hundrec ond fify selecied members of the Cuban
25 36 Brigede became officers in the U, £. /fray.

From 1y to 105 | iejor S é&nche: wes the / ssisient Supply Dfficer for
the Siudents Brigeds, U. &, £ ray Infrantry School of Fort Eenning, Ceorgic.

From 1504 to 1900 he wos stetioned in Korer,

In 1536, | .ajor S&nchez reiurned fo Fuerto lico fo ke on instrucior in the
US A rmy Insiructor Croup i the University of Fuerto Rico, maycguez Compus.

He essuined ihe imporient duties of / ssistant /ujutent, end Instructor for
the cedets in their final yeor of 1. JTC. In Dciober 1567 he conducied the
Veterons Dey | arede in .oyccuez. He olso devoied e consicercble time fo
iecching the Sponsors for the Siudent Lrigede.

In Jenuery 1566 he wes ordered io teke cominand of e Civil Affcir Team
in the Vieking Delio of South Vieinam.

“n fhey 17, 1956, while ieking port in @ combet operation egeinst the
Viet Cong, he wes killed in cciion. Surviving are his wife, the former Juenite
Hernéndez, his doughters Elvie incgde, 17; end Jenny _icrisel 15; end sons
tefeel Jr., 11 ond Williaa, 1C.

During more ihon nineteen years of service . /icjor S&nchez wes ewerced
the Combet Infentry Bed ge with Ster, for perticipation in iwo conflics as e
Combai Infentrymen; the fun.ie Feort, The Cood Conduci viedol; The Korean
€ orvice vedal, The Vietnem Service [vedel, the United Nations Cempaign & edel

and the iNctional Defense iviedal .



