
SEf-2�-2004 TUE 03:€9,f� ZONA COPTANERA FAX NO. 787 721 7591 

C • ' 

80 'd 
,, 

-·--·"

C nirnonwealth of Puerto Rico 
Deputirnent Natural and Environmental Resources 

San Juan, P11erto,Rico 

AGREEMENT 

Contrato # �·M ... t»&t,p t;

Registro # � ... tp -�?: 

STATUS AND IMPACT i�J,F co· '· DISEASJ�S IN PUBRTO RICAN CORAL REEFS 

THIS AGREEMENT for th imp11!:[Jl€flta.tion of the Proposal entitled ''Status and Impact of
f;!Jral Dise0$es in P'l'erto Rican oral Reefe '' (the "Agreement") is made effective as of this 

r.Jl,(nt' _eg , 2004 (thH "Effi · 've Date"), by and between the Department of Nannl and 
Environmental Resources of etto Rico,  
rcprcsaitc:d by i� Natural R<�oure; Administrator, Fernando Vargas Arroyo,
      an insuumcntality of the: Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (her�inafter reforred t as the 
''DEPh.RTMENT''), and UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO, MA YAOOE.Z, CA�IPUS 
oreinafter roforred to as "UPR.M'')                                               repra:Jented: 
by Or. Jorge :ivan Velez-Arocho, 

WHEREAS, The·DBPARTl� is authorized by Act Number .23 of June 20t 1972. as amc::ndcd,
to contract those services nociess o accompHsh the mandate it has been given.

WHEREAS, The DEPART has the responsibility of knowing the condition of Puerto
Rico's natural resources, io,cludin coral reefs, in order to protect, preseive and dictate public
policy about them. Such call to acti n is also expn:sscd in Act Number 147 of 1999, in the Federal
Coral Reef Act, and in the lJS Nati nal Coral Reef Action Plan and Strategy. Besides, diseases on
coral organisms have been identifi · as one of the ·major threats to coral reefs in the United States,

WHEREAS, The DEPAR��MEN eeds to ac.quire scientific data about coral reef organisms and 
the status an.d impact of di11c:asc:s i' Puerto Rican coral reefs (the "Needed Information'') in order 
to implement management options. 

WHEREAS, The l.TPR.lv.t }t2is the xperierice and knowledge to bring to the DEPARTMENT the. 
needed information, 

.NOW, THEREFORE, in 1:onsid :tion of the prc,·m.ises and mutual covenants and agreem.ents set
forth herein, the parties agn:t:: as fo ows:

1. UPRM Res�nsjbi1�ies

a. fS:fQimNJOe of tbe Wod�. Th UPRM agrees to perfoflD. the Work (as defined herein below)
described in the propo�;aJ enti� ••status url Impact of Coral Diseases in Puerto Rican
Coral Reefs., (the "Proposal,.)) prepared by E-mesto Weil 1, Ph.D. (Pn, from the Department
of Marine Scion1;;� df the niver:dty of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez Campus and Edwin
Hernandez-Delgado 2, Ph.D. ( · -PI).

b. Sco_pe of Work. The m�uor o : ectives of this, project are: (a) the assessment of the curr�nt
status of coral reef dfoe:ases ' Puerto Rica.ti Reefs (i.e. the identification of the different
diseases present in difli�·cnt ' f sites, their p:rcvalence, and the number of species affected);
(b) the assessment of the impa of 'dis�ses on Puerto Rico rcc.fs ( �timation of rates of tissue
loss and total colony IJlOrlali in major species); (c) the characterization of the spatial
variability within and a1;ross lo alities1 and the seasonal variability (winter and summer) in the
presence, prevalence and imp t of eaoh major disease/syndrome; (d) training of graduate
students and (e) starting a mo toting program in key localities to keep track of the temporal

· dynamics and impact o:: them' st important diseases and the emergence of new syndromes in
coral reefs. At least 12 import t reef sites wil.l be su.rveyed in the east, south and west coasts
and i.'1 some of the offstc,re isl 

I 
ds using the CARICOMP disease protocols
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or, as to each party, at such either 
the other party complYing a:s to d 
writing (which may includ�1 fa.cs' 
rcg:isterc:d or cc:rtificd rnail, i•ct\im 
or by ovc:might delivery 5 crvice.

payments serit by and betweii,n the 
addresses s� forth hotcinabove. 

cmando Vargas 
Administrator 

Natural Resources Adminis t:tation 
Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources 

dress as shall he cJesignated by such pa.tty in a written notice to
ivery with the: tmns of this Section. Any notices shall be in 
· c or cl�ctro:lic mail communication), and :may b0 sent by

· pt requestEd, posiage prepaid, or by fax or elechonic mail,
Notice shall 'be effective upon actual receipt thereof. Any 
arties shall be hand delivered ot mailed by regular mail to the 

te consicl · · · · be legally bound, the

orized representatives,t to bee' 

I 

of Puerto Rico 
giie.z Campus 
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